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STATE OF OKLAHOMA

April 16, 2019

The Honorable Kim David
Majority Floor Leader
Oklahoma State Senate
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Rm 421
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

The Honorable Dewayne Pemberton
Oklahoma State Senate
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Rm 429
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

The Honorable Avery Frix
Chairman, Transportation Committee
Oklahoma House of Representatives
State Capitol Building, Rm 438
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

The Honorable Chris Sneed
Oklahoma House of Representatives
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Rm 300C
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Legislators:
The Oklahoma of Department of Transportation is corresponding with reference to a transportation
project to improve US-69 Highway in the City of Muskogee. More specifically, we write to advise
you of our plans to advance the proposed improvements to construction and completion in a
manner that provides operational and traffic safety improvements and that is more representative
of the Community’s desires.
The Department has previously engaged you and the Community in a preliminary discussion
related to the potential of developing a US-69 reliever route alignment. While the consideration
of such a route is appropriate, the concept, location and timing of such improvements requires
careful and long term planning predicated on a healthy respect for the needs and input of the
Muskogee area residents, elected officials and Community leaders. With consideration for the
feasibility of delivering improvements of this type in the near term, we recommend suspending
any further discussion of this alternative indefinitely.
We believe that the best course of action at this time is to proceed with a focused review of possible
operational and reconstruction improvements to the existing US-69 alignment to be defined in a
continuing and direct consultation with the Community. Therefore, we respectfully request your
assistance in establishing a target date to reconvene a public forum and continue the extremely
important discussion of the most feasible improvements that can be implemented in Muskogee on
the existing alignment.

3500 N. Martin Luther King Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73111

Thank you for your insight, assistance and patience and for your support for transportation in
Oklahoma. We will contact you in the near future to discuss your thoughts on an appropriate public
outreach target date. In the interim, please feel free to contact us at your convenience if you have
questions or if you would like to discuss this project further. We look forward to continuing our
work together to improve conditions on US-69.

Sincerely,

Tim J. Gatz
Secretary of Transportation Designate

xc:

Division I Commissioner
Chief Engineer
Division I Engineer
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